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MORAL AGENCY. 

The agency with which rational creatures are en- 
duced maices them amenable to the divine law, and is 
consistent with blameworthiness in one case, and praise- 
worthiness in the other. 

The will and understanding of man which consti- 
tute his moral agency, are always employed on 
some olyect, or are engaged in the attainment of sume 
endl. That end which seems to be the best, is cho- 
sep. The mind tay, and frequently does misjudge; 
but being the judgment of the umderstanding, the 
will makes choice of it. lgnorance of the worth of 
objects, is the reason why wrong objects are chosen. 
This ignorance is often the effect of inattention in 
properly examining the worth of objects; it arises, 
likewise, from selfishness and from a love to present, 
in preference to things which are future; making 
present good, though small in degree, of greater 
worth than future good, thaugh its degree of worth 
may far exceed. It must be a greater degree of 
light than men commonly enjoy, to convince them 
that any future good, can exceed that which is pres- 
ent. Soleng then, as future good is less in the es- 
timation of man than present good; and so long as 
virtue appears with less charms than vice, so long 
men will choose the latter and reject the former.— 
If man was ipeapable of knowing the worth of objects, 
there could be neither blame nor praise attached to 
bis choice or rejection of objects. ’ 

If objects may be examined by map, and their 
merits estimated as to their good or bad properties ; 
then if a bad object be chosen as good, and a good 
one rejected as bad through inattention or sinister 
ends, then should we be blameworthy orpraisew orthy 
as the case might be. Our blame seems to arise from 
our inattention to the objects_presented tous. * My 
people will not consider.” 

As to the law, man can be amenable to it, only 
on the footing of his capability of understanding its 
demands and acting (when convinced of its superior 
good) agreeable to its requirements. If man could 
never know what the Jaw required, nor love its re- 
quirements when known, he would not be amenable 
to it. But cur situation, as moral agents, makes us 
amenable to the law. Hence we have the decision 
of ovr own reason as wellas the declaration of Scrip- 
ture, that we may be, and frequently are, convinced 
of the law as transgressors. 

Thus praise and blame, consistently are attached 
to man, and he is amenable to the law. 

REMARKS. 5 

This subject will help us in explaining several 
passages of Scripture, which are supposed by some, 
toclash with the doctrine of grace. The talents 
committed to men, al their improvement of them 
is clearlv confiped to our secking after knowledge or 
objects of the greatest worth iu this life. He who 
is diligent to seek and examine, improves his talent; 
he who is remiss, buries his talent. Now that our 


improvement of talents procures a heaven of glory ; 
or that our misimprovemeni procures an hell of end- 
less misery, is no part of the meauing of the talents. 
It applies solely to our knowledge and enjoyment of 
food in the gospel kingdom here. 


The inheritance 


of glory is designed for us, or it is not. If it is not 
designed for us, we cannot obtain it; if it be design- 
for us, then its attainment rests on him, who has de- 
signed this blessedness, not on our improvement of. 
talents. 

“Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling,” means working or searching after know]- 
edge, the knowledge of the gospel kingdom, the 
knowledge of the best objects. This search, this 
work and inquiry is the improvement of the talents 
‘committed tous. Thus work while the day of life 
lasts, for in death no mancan work. Thus all the 
commands, exhortations, and motives to a good life 
are designed to bring us to the knowledge of that e- 
ternal blessedness, the best object which God las 
prepared for®1s, and when that object is discovered 
(o improve {ive remainder of our days in doing good to 
man, and in praise and obedience to our maker. 

Hence, if our worthy divines could but once see 
that all that is required of man, is to attain the knowl- 
edge of eternal life, as the gift of God, and made 
suré to them before the world was made, they would 
not spend s» much of their time in becloucing men 
with conditio..s and preaching the necessity of procur- 
ing that which is already given.—Eprrtor. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


NEW COMPLAINT. 

Within a few days past I have been not a 
little surprised to hear a new kind of complaint 
often urged against the Universalists of this 
village. I understand that the Calvinistic cler- 
gyman who recently spent one entire sabbath 
in attempts to refute the doctrine of God’s im- 
partial goodness, complains bitterly of having 
his sermons alluded to in the Gospel Advocate : 
laments that spies should go to his meeting to 
report what he says, &c. Now these complaints, 
if they have been made, I cannot but consider 
very singular. I have often been told that my 
duty to God requires me to go tothe Presbyte- 
rian meeting, to attend stricily to what is there 
preached, and to remember and’ practice what 
the preacher enjoined, on pain of endless dam- 
nation in a future state ef existence. This be- 
ing the case I have long been an attendant on 
the preaching there, have paid as strict attention 
to the doctrine preached as I have been able to, 
and have succeeded to my perfect satisfaction 
in learning and remembering the doctrines there 
taught. ‘Those doctrines, I have been taught 
by the preachers of them, to render as public 
as possible, especially among that class of peo- 
ple who reject their claim to truth, and distin- 


fguish them as purely Pagan. The most ready 


way in which I could accomplish this avowedly 
desirable object I have considered to be an inser- 
tion of them in the Gospel Advocate. That paper 





is much read by the Universalists, one thousand 





F ewe eein- = 


- — —e 





7 


Set & vee 


ee 


+ «a 





2 ie 
SF 
4" & 


~ mR 








58 GOSPEL 


ADVOCATE. 





cepics of it being printed every week, and there- 
fore gp channel could I find, through which 


I could communicate to so great a number of, 


Anti-Calvinists the precepts they oppose, as 
the colurins o: that print. It became my duty 
then, according to the ecclesiastical instructions 
which f almost weekly reccive fromthe pulpit, 
to convey the instructions I had gathered from 
iy spiritual teachers to the ears of that numer- 
ous class of unkelievers who so obstinately re- 
fuse to come to that house where they are. pub- 
licly taught every week. This I have often 


done by writing down the leading features of 


what I had heard preached, and sending it to the 
press IL have mentioned. By this means many 
have read what they never heard preached, and 
what, as [am taught, is essential to their eter- 
nal welfare. And am [ in fault for this p— 
Would it not be a sin, inthe eyes of a Calvinist, 
for me to omit this duty? Yet, from some dark 
and mysterious cause, this very practice is now 
condemned by those who first taught it me as 
a duty ! 

The whole character of this complaint is tru- 
ly singular. The Clergyman who is said to 
niake it considered it his duty to spend two 
entire sermons in one day, in attempting to 
show the error of some parts of Universalism.— 
These discourses, one would be very apt to sup- 
pose, should have been preached to those . who 
embrace that doctrine, ri ther than to a congrega- 
tion who the preacher supposed were already in 
the high road to heavenly preferment. But 
however rational such a course may appear, a 
contrary one was pursued, and the sermons 
were delivered to a congregation of hearers who 
are supposed by the preacher, to have prope: 
feelings of dislike to the sentiment he opposed. 
To a superficial observer it would seem, from 
this fact that the whole of that day’s pious ex 
ertion vould have been forever lost in its cflects 
upon the world, had I not attended to the prea- 
cher, ard rescued his sentiments fiom oblivion. 
Could | have rendered the cause of Calvinism a 
greater: service? Lapprehend that these unac- 
couniable objections to my practice, upon this 
occasion, will make many boid in their remarks 
roon the subject; and there is reason to sup- 
pose many will construe them as indications of 
fear that the preacher’s positions will not prove 
tenable upon examination. As no man can pos- 
sibly expect to reap advantages from his adhe- 
sion to religious error, it follows that this posi- 
tion would be erroneous in itself; but still it 
has unhappily been assumed already, upon sev- 
eral occasions. Indeed, such a misfortune was 
to be expected, from the very appeaiance of 
the objection, in the eyes of the inattentive ob- 
server. 

But if this objection itself, is unaccountable, 
in its charact-r, there are others connected with 


“the same sutject, that are no less so. These are 


perhaps of less consequence. since they are of 
lay origin. and are ieveled against the practice 
of the spiritual futher, Ihave ofien, and from 


diflerent mouths, heard much regret expressed 

| by the faithful, that their ecclesiastical pioneer 
should have preached those sermons against U- 
niversalism 3 or, in any way have taken cogniz. 
ance of the subject. This objection, were it 
not for its plebian origin, [ should consider more 
valid than the other; especially if it were to 
embrace the fact that they were preached to 
people who were most happily destitute of ac- 
quaintance with the reputed heresy. Some 
Calvinists have admitted that such sermons 
would have been useful to an audience composed 
of Universalists, as by theie light they might 
chance to see the error of their ways. This, 
however, will, by the considerate, be pronoun- 
ced both heterodox and unsound ; since it drives 
us to the necessity, however unpicasant, of sup- 
posing their spiritual guide convicted of dupli- 
cate errors in the same transaction. By such 
an ingenious sophistry, he is convicted of erring, 
first in the selection of his audience, before 
whom to deliver those discourses ; and secondly, 
of holding mistaken notions, respecting their 
having been even partly perpetuated by a trans- 
fer to the columns of a periodical publication. 
Indeed, the theory of this heretical opinion, 
would, inthe consequences attendant upon it, 
fdrive the shepherd of the flock where it first o- 
riginated, to bring into disrepute his high calling, 
by entering the columns of this paper, as a_re- 
futer of its heresy. Such a course, however se- 
riously and justly it may be deprecated, by the 
pious abhorrence of his followers, will certainly 
be adopted by that worthy prelate, the moment 
he shall become convinced that it devolves on 
him, asa duty, thusto defend his faith. Ob- 
jections like the above, therefore, while they 
tend to such a result, siould be piously avoided, 
since the evil to be apprehended from them is 
of such acknowledged maguitude. kK. 





POR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


ANOTHER LET LER, 


Buffalo. 

Dear Sir: With no other motive than a de- 
sire to know and disseminate “the truth that 
maketh free,” I have, on a former  occa- 
sion, taken the liverty to addftss you, through 
the medinin of the Gospe! Advocate, on the sub- 
ject of the final condition ef our fellow men.— 
Your silence upon that subject leads me again 
to address you, bi lieving it tobe my duty ; and 
I will indulge myself in the pleasing anticipa- 
lion,that after having perused this epistle, you 
will lose no time in replying to my former in- 
quiries, through the same medium. 

From the frequency of your speaking upon 
the subject of a fina! and eternal separation of 
the righteous and wicked, Lam convinced, that 
you are seriously tu.piessed with the importance 
of knowing the truth in relation to those mo- 
mentovs affairs ; and you will parden me for 
saying, that, in my opinion, the subject is ofthe 
utmost importance, not only to you and myself. 





To the Rev. Mr. Brown, Baptist preacher of 
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but : also to every other individual of the human 
face. For if there is ever to. be a time, when, 
afier the resurrection of mankind toimmortality, 
there shall be an eternal separation between the 
righteous and wicked, the subject, Sir, is of e- 
ternal importance! Lf your doctrine be true, 
you si, and thedust who now presumes to ad- 
dress you, will, at “that awful day,” be brought 
before the Majesty of beaven; at which time 
the eye of Omniscience will pass over the record 
of our guilt or innocence, and pass sentence of 
condemmation or justification “ according to our 
deeds.” And then too, we shall hear the sol- 
emn sound of endless condenination, or the soul- 
cheering plaudit welcome, good and FAITHFUL 
servant, to the banquet of eternal salvation !— 

Then, if you teach us the truth, the solemn ques- 
tion will be asked, how have you improved the 
talent given you >? And you Sir, in an especial 
manner, according to your statement of the case, 
will be called upon to render an 
your stew vardship, and give a solemn account of 
your remisness or faithfulness i In prez iching and 


defending the truth of God before a‘ world of | 


sinners. 
Novy sir, without presuming to call in ques- 
tion your sincerity, | beg to know how you will 
clear the skirts of sour garments on that awful 
occasion, if you continue to neglect my former 
inquiries ¢ You tell your hearers, that each soul 
is of more value than a world ; and, that every 
sinner, whose salvation may have beet brought 
about by your faithfulness, will shine as a gem 
in your crown of glory, while his songs of grat- 
itude shall give a zest to your owa felicity, and 
cause angels, together with the myriads of the 
redeemed, to shout alcud, hallelujahs to the 
Lord God of hosts! For the sake of argument, 
I admit as truth what you have said upon this 
subject 5 and now I confess to you, and the 
world, that, [ am a sinful, undeserving univer- 
salist ;—a being, who is represented by yau 
and your brethren as exposed to imminent dan- 
cer of endless and indescribable torment, on ac- 
count of the error of ny doctrine. 
Sir, among the number of those, whom you pro- 
nounce heretics, haters of God, despisers of re- 
ligion, &c. And now Sir, with all this in view, | 
I wish to ask you the plain and solemn question, | 
is not my soul as valuable in your estimation as 
that of any other sinner? You will probably an- | 
swer yes. Then | again ask, if you are not or- 
dained and sent forth with a commission from | 
your brethren, to save the souls of sinners ? If. 
you speak according to the letter and spirit of ; 
the charge given you at your ordination, you) 
must answer yes? Then again I ask, how will 
you clear your skirts of guilt, at that awful day 
about which you have said much, if I, by your 
neglect, am eternally lost ¢ 
thing to be considered. ‘This publication, at a 
moderate calculation, is read weekly by two! 
thousand individuals, and each ene has a_ soul 
to save, of as great value at that of any one bap-. 
tist in the village of Buffalo. Among this num- 


account of | 


[am one, | 


Nor is this the only | 
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ber, there are many who are not yet fully per- 
suaded of the truth of any doctrine, but read this 
paper for the purpose of gaining information 
upon the important subject of salvation. ‘This 
they do with better prospects of obtaining light, 
knowing that its columus are open for all de- 
nominations. The greater part of these persons 
are willing, nay anxious, to hear your strongest 
reasons in favor of your views, but have not op- 
portunities to hear from your own lips your de- 
fence; and many others having heard you 
preach, and not being fully convinced of the 
soundness of your faith, now desire to read your 
reply to arguments brought against your doc- 
trine by an opponent. It is frequently said, that 
to hear you preach one doctrine, and your op- 
ponent another, at different times, is not altogeth- 
er satisfactory ; and some have even gone so 
far as to give it as their opinion, thatthe only 
reason why you and your brethren do not meet 
and refute our arguments, is because you cannot. 
Thus you see, ny dear Sir, that according to 
your ideas, a multitude of precious beings, for 
whose salvation you constantly pray —for whose 
welfare in eternity you zealously contend, are 
in a fair way to stumble at your taciturnity,and 
roll into hell for the want of a serious and can- 
did refutation of a doctrine which you virtually 
say is so palpably anti-scriptural, that none but 
the vilest of the vile can believe it, unless their 
minds are so covered with thick darkness that 
they cannot see the light. Judging from your 
conduct, I am led to believe, that, notwithstand- 
ing all your prayers, and tears, and sighs, and 
eroans for the salvation of sinners, you are de- 
terinined to say to my former letter and its au- 
thor, “ go thy way for the present, but when I 
have a convenient seasen I will cal) upon thee.” 
You doubtless have some excuse, which to you 
is satisfactory ; and being determined to clear 
away every reasonable objection, I beg leave 
to anticipate the probable motives which induce 
you to remain silent. 

You may plead in extenuation of your con- 
duct, that, the former letter which was addres- 
sed to you was anonymous, and therefure pot 
deserving of notice. But as my only object was 
i then, as it is now, to elicit truth and expose er- 

ror, | withheld my name lest some might be 
prejudiced for or against my communication on 
that account. But ifthe absence of my name is 
the occasion of your silence, I take this early 
opportunity to inform you, that, by calling at 
the Advocate Office, you can ascertain my 
name and place of residence. If you should 
say that the writer of this, or universalists gen- 
erally, are unworthy of your notice, i beg leave 
to ask you how sucha declaration will comport 
‘with the teaching and examplesot Christ and 
his apostles P Gur Redeemer came into our 





world, to seck and to save tine LosT, and not to 
‘heal those who needed no physician, and if we 
believe the scriptures the fact is established, that 
his apostles were governed by similar motives 
|and followed implicitly his gicrious exampie.— 
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If you plead as an excuse for your silence, that | 
my condition is hopeless, or that my infidelity, 
as you may be pleased to denominate my doc- 
trine, is too absurd to need a refutation, I reply, 
that you can have no demonstrative evidence of 
the fact, that I am past recovery, and that, in 
proportion to the absurdity of my doctrine, is 
the criminality, on your part, of neglecting to ex- 
pose ii; For if it is so easily shown to be false, 
I desire to know why you are so silent upor: the 
subject ? And pray Sir, be so good as to iet the 
pu.'lic know, how an excuse of this kind will 
ap, ear at the day of retribution, which you say 
will be hereafter ? 

But, perhaps your brethren and sisters are op- 
posed to your entering into a discussion of the 
subject proposed in my former letter. But, Sir, 
if vou have in the first place palmed upon them 
the idea, that investigation is detrimental to the 
cause of truth, are you notin the fault? You 
and inyself are accountable to God and our own 
consciences for our conduct, and to him we 
must stand or fall ! 

But, to conclude :—From gome intimations 
which have been received, I have been led to 
suppose, that you consider me in some measure 
destitute of sincerity, and entertain the idea, that 
my main object is, to provoke controversy for 
the purpose of gaining a conquest tomy vanity. 
But, Sir, 1 now declare to youand the world, in 
the sensible presence of that God, who “ wili by 





no means clear the guilty,” that I ain in earnest, | 
and that my only motive is toknow and dis- 
seminate the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. 

It is by no means necessary that I should re- 
peat my remarks upon your discourse, as my | 
foimer letter is probably at your command ae 
aid tothe objections therein expressed, I do 
humbly, earnestly and honestly request a wal 

‘did reply. But, should you after reading this 
epistle remain silent, I shall, at some future time 
if God spares my life and health, attempt a can- | 
did refutation of a doctrine, the incorrectness of 
which is as yet tacitly admitted, even by the 
one addressed. Permit me to renew my testi- 
mony of personal respect, while as yet, your 
doctrine is disapprobated, perhaps on account 


of your silence. Yours, &c. 
NEW STYLE, 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
CONFESSION OF FAITH. 

The Presbvtertan confession of faith, has re- 
cently come into my possession, and i3 now be- 
fore me. It may truly be said to be one of the 
most extraordinary productions that has ever 
been submitted to a christian community, and 
above all others the best calculated to bring into 
disrepute, the doctrines and precepts of the Re- 
deemer. Itis afoul blot upon the character and 
the mercy of that God, whom the authors no 
doubt were sincerely disposed to honor. 

I shall from time to time, (God willing) ex- 
amine, and lay before the readers of the Advo- 





cate, some of the prominent articles contained 


in this book of creeds, which are considered? 

volting to every principle of humanity and com. 
mon justice, and should I, in the exposition of 
error and delusion, succeed in promoting the 
truth “ as it is in Jesus the Saviour of all men,” 
I shall be richly rewarded for my time and trou- 
bie, aud may it please the God of all grace, who 
is good to all, and whose tender mercies are o- 
ver all his works, to direct and bless the inves- 
tigation. But before I proceed, it is my duty 
to say, that I have ne hesitation in believing, 
that Calvinists, whether Presbyterians or Bap- 
tists, are generally ignorant of their creeds oy 
confession of faith. Ifthe contrary opinion was 
entertained, I should feel equally bound to de. 
clare, that religious frauds were practiced upon 
the people, the community deluded, and the sol- 
emn injunctions of the Redeemer prostituted to 
base and worldly purposes, in the support of 
doctrines which stand opposed to his gospel, 
and to the acknowledged principles of modern 
Calvinism. 

In support ofthis position, I appeal with con- 
fidence, and without the fear of contradiction, 
tothe candor of the well informed Calvinists 
themselves. And why, it may be asked, is it 
so? lanswer, itis because the doctrine of par- 
tial election and reprobation has become un- 
popular, and cannot be successfully supported 
by the word of God, or by common sense, is 
repugnant to every feeling of christian benevo- 
lence, and derogatory to the character of God. 

In the Confession of Faith, Chapter 3d, we 
read that “ God from all eternity, did by the 
most wise and holy counsel of his own will, free- 
ly and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes 
to pass.” To ordain, is to appoint, to decree, 
&c. Reader, if you are a Calvinist, is there 
yetin you hardihood and firmness enough, to 
assert, in the presence of an infinite Jehovah, 
angels and men, that you firmly believe, that 
God is the author of all the horrid crimes and 
heart rending cruelties which have been com- 
mitted since the commencement of his creation ? 
Are you prepared to say, that Jehovah “ or- 
dained or decreed” that Judas should betray 
his Lord and master, and that Judas should be 
eternally damned for thus betraying, in obedi- 
ence to the unalterable decrees of heaven. A- 
gain, if God is a just God, which none will dare 
to deny, will he render eternally miserable, nine- 
tenths of the human family—the choicest works 
of his creation, for the commission of crimes, 
as he had ordained from the foundation of the 
world, to answer the ends and purposes of his 
own providence. 

We hear much said by the promulgators of 
this heaven degrading and soul chilling doctrine, 
about a general judgment, the last judgment, the 
final judgment, &c. when every man shall be 
rewarded according to the deeds done in the 
body, whether they be good or whether they be 
bad. 

For one, I confess I cannot see the necessity 
or the propriety of such a judgment. If God 
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from all eternity, did unchangeably decree and 
ordain whatsoever comes to pass, if he has or- 
dained that A. shall not feed the hungry or 
clothe the naked, &c. it would be a mockery of 
justice to arraign hjm before the judgment seat 
of Christ, and sentence him to an endless hell 
for neglecting the wants of the poor and the 
needy. If whatsoever comes to pass is merely 
fulfilling the decrees of heaven from all eternity, 
man is always obedient and submissive, and 
the tenants of a penitentiary are as much the 
children of God as the meekest followers of the 
Jamb. The very crimes which they have com- 
mitted are chargeable tohim who decreed them, 
and not to the miserable worms of the dust who 
were bound to obey. C. 
(To be continued.) ; 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
FRIENDLY LETTERS TO A BAPTIST. 
LETTER III. 

In this I propose to examine a charge rela- 
ting toour conduct towards Missionaries. It is 
unnecessary to state the precise words of the al- 
legation. You charge us with embracing every 
opportunity, and seizing on all circumstances, 
which may bring then into disrepute, and there- 
by injure their usefulness in the cause of chris- 
tianity. 

I shall first notice the particular case to which 
it is presumed you allude ; and it is my inten- 


‘tion so to handle it, as to give no rational cause 


of offence. 

After Mrs. Judson’s visit to the United States 
and her embarkation for India, a report was 
put into circulation relative to her extravagance 
in dress. The first public appearance of this 
was through the medium of the Galaxy, printed 
in Boston, and it speedily circulated through 
the anti-missionary prints. Such was the con- 
sequent excitement among the Baptists, that a 
committee was appointed to canvass the truth 
of therumor. Mr. Buckingham, editor of the 
Galaxy, was waited on for his authority, which 
was freely given, and the investigation was fi- 
nally closed, by publishing a vindication of Mrs. 
J. signed by the committee. This was publish- 
ed in a host of papers, and it is believed by all 
which gave currency to the former report. As 
to this affair, all seemed now at peace. Mr. B. 
bad authority for the report which he deemed 
authentic. If he had been misinformed, he 
promptly made all the restitution in his power, 
by circulating the vindication. It was all the 
case required, and all that rational men could 
require. 

But a circumstance occurred which put anew 
face on this affair One of the committee ack- 
nowledged sufficient to warrant a repetition of 
the first report as true. More light being shed 
on the subject, it was noticed in the Galaxy, and 
others have followed, without a contradiction. 
He-ze the matter now rests. It is evident that 


the Baptists considered it a serious charge, im- 
plicating their order deeply. As sueh they 


viewed it, and as such they implicitly triumph- 
ed, in being able to vindicate Mrs. J. ‘Their 
conduct evinced the light in which they saw 
she must be held, if the report should remain 
unnoticed, and they have now the mostification 
to perceive that the vindication was worse than 
useless. 

I believe this tobe a plain statement of the 
case, and leave it for you to say, whether the 
blame rests on those who state unpleasant facts, 
or on those, whose conduct has caused the state- 
ment. Ifyou would prefer to hide the faults of 
missionaries, rather than to open the eyes of the 
public to their impositions, I certainly mistake 
your character. 

Uther reports, relative to the profligate con- 
duct of missionaries, have been told and sub- 
stantiated beyond the range of contradiction, 
and is it possible you can doubt the propriety 
of these things ! Surely you cannot justify the 
plundering of the widow, and robbery of the ig- 
norant, for the ostensible object of spreading 
the gospel ! But what can be your meaning? I 
confess itis a paradox which I am unable to 
solve. If reports are circulated in our papers, 
which are not supported by facts, you shall 
never call in vain for a retraction. Nor is there 
a paper engaged in sustaining our principles, 
which has ever 1efused a reasonable request of 
this nature. Can any man in reason ask more? 
will any man of candor do less than to fulfil 
tthe request? So far are we, however, from 
laying hold of every circumstance of this sort, 
that not the half has been told. Anecdoteg rel- 
ative to this subject have been accompanied by 
names and places; an important addition, 
which is seldom seen in papers of a different 
complexion. That you may be convinced of 


shall refresh your memory by noticing a few 
circumstances. A story was told in a Boston 
religious paper, of one who justified himself for 
swearing, on accotipt of being a Universalist.— 
The clergyman, who related the story, nor the 
State, northe youth, nor in truth any of the 
slightest facts could be ascertained on strict in- 
quiry. Another, originating in the Christian, 
Mirror, relating an an anecdote said to be told 
byaclergyman ata meeting of ministers in 
Maine, relative to a woman of family, being ig- 
norant of the name of Jesus Christ in conse- 
quence of being brought up in a Universalian 
family, could never be ascertained ina single 
particular, though often requested and demand- 
ed. You must also have noticed a shameful 
tale in the Religious Intelligencer, printed at 
New-Haven, headed “ Effects of Universalism.” 
The person of whom it was related, never pre- 
tended to faith in the doctrine, nor were many 
other circumstances with which the story was 
garnished, founded in truth. The story was 
traced to a Baptist preacher, but was never 
contradicted by publications called orthodox.— 





idle stories, propagated without truth or any 


my ability to turn the tables on this subject, f 


It is needless to mention a tenth part of these 
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justifiableteason. ~T shall notice but one more. | 
You have net forgotten Peregrinus, which ap- | 
peared first in the Secretary. Notwithstanding | 
the repeated calls onthe former editor of that — 
paper for facts to support that libel on the 
whole of the clergy of our order, not a lip ap- 
peared to elucidate the subject, and the editor 
sat down quietly under the imputation of giving 
currency to a tale, without a shadow of support 
from truth. 

‘These area few of the multitude of facts 
which abound, all ofthe same character. With 
what justice you complain of us, under these 
circumstances, [leave for you to decide. Wish- 
ing you every blessing, temporal and spiritual, 


[ remain your friend, 
MENTOR. 


FROM THE SAME PAPER. 

Mr. Editor—Since the appearance of my 
second letter toa Baptist, Lhave noticed the 
following, as part of an editorial article in’ the 
Clvistian Secretary, No. 49, on which I wish to 
offer a few brief remarks: 

«© Ve do not read in the New Testament, of 
any that conmuned at the Lord’s table, but such 
as had previously been baptized and united 
with the visibie Church.” 

‘Chis extract appears to indicate a full belief 
that all, who partook of the Eucharist in the 
primitive churches, received water baptism. 1 
ask for proof that one of Christ’s immediate dis- 
oo reecived this ordinance, except those who 
lei John, and followed Jesus. 

if the seriptures give us any such intimation, 
I have only to plead ignorance, for I am cer- 

inty not acquainted with the fact. If it be in- 

eda positive institution of Christ it can cer- 
v be shown. 

\s this quotation has nothing to do with our 
ierent views of the ultimate destiny of man, J 
hall certainly esteem it a favor from the Edi- 
tor of that paper, to furnish evidence of that 
which he assumes as fact, and will most certain- 
ly vield to thetestimony of scripture. It is of 
course understood, that his objectiors to my sec- 
ond letter shal! be included in the subject.— 
Should testimony appear full and satisfactory, 
my duty will evidently be, to unsay what I 
have advanced on this subject. Having no pri- 
vate interpretation of scripture, and wishing for 
nothing but truth, on this and all other subjects, 

I remain, yours truly, MENTOR. 


From a London paper of Sept. 20, 1824. 
CHURCH LANDS. 

“© The returns to the House of Commons of 
the quaotity of land belonging to the Church of 
Ircland, isa document of fearful importance, 
aid one which connot fail, we should think, to 
Craw, at an early period of the next session, the 
most serious notice of Pa:liament. 

the Primate, Lord J. Beresford, archbish- 
Armaugh, has above 63,000 acres, of | 


Li: 








is a man of middle life, and of a healthy consti- 
tution. Suppose him torun his lite against the 
leases let by his predecessor, he would have the 
power oftuining perhaps a hundred families, 


and obtaining for himself a rack rent: of not less 


than 270,000, or 730, 000 pee annnm. 
The see of Dublin has upwards of 20,000 a- 
cres. Much of this being near the metropolis, 


{ . ; ‘ 
must be considered as of extraordinary value.— 


But every thing is eclipsed by Derry: there we 
have 95,000 frish acres appropriated to my 
Loid the Bishop—little short of 150,000 Eng- 
lish acrev! And should his Lordship, at the be- 
gitining of his incumbency, have thought fit to 
run his life against the tenants, he would now, 
at the expiration of twenty years, possess a 
larger rent roll than any subject in the world. 

* Portugal is 3: 50 miles long and 120 broad, 
containing 2,588,47 V0 inhabitants. In 1732, it 
contained about 300,000 ecclesiastics of both 
sexes—enough to ruin any Country of its size, 
when we consider that they were in general, 
tyrannical, superstitious, ignorant and slothful 
and supporting their religious creed by fire and 
faggot. The national characteristics are dis- 
honesty, indolence, pride, treachery, revenge 
and despotism—all which are increased and 
nourished by the vicious indolence of the Je- 
suits, monks, and other devotees to the papal 
superstition.” 

Gracious Heaven! are thesea tolerable sam- 
ple of Enropean priestcraft ? It seems almost 
incredible what immense sums o!f money are ex- 
torted from the laborious poor te maintain a la- 
zy, lying priesthood! Let the United States be 
on their guard against the extravagant schemes 
in operation for increasing a greedy, aspiring 
clergy, 
sut why does all Europe submit to be plundered’? 

A sight at which angels no doubt must have wonder’d! 
Those sharpers maintain their usurp’d elevation, 
By the bugbear of hell and eternal damnation! 
O jockies! ye masters of arts and delusion, 
"Tis time ye were covered withshame and confusion. 
K. 
FROM CHALMER’S SERMONS. 

And whatis this world in the immensity 
which teems with them—and what are they 
who occupy it? The universe at large would 
snffer as little, in its splendor and variety, by 
the destruction of our planet, as the verdure and 
sublime magnitude of a forest would suffer by 
the fall of a single leaf. The leaf quivers on 
the branch which supports it. It lies at the 
mercy of the slightest accident. A breath of 
wind tears it from its stem, and it lights on the 
stream of water which passes underneath. Ina 
moment of time the life, which we know, bv the 
microscope, it teems with, is extinguished ; and, 
an occurrence se insignificant i in the eye of man, 
and on the scale of his observation, carries, in it, 
to the myriads which people this little leaf, an 
event as terrible and as decisive as the destruc- 
tion of a world. Now,onthe grand scale of 


more than 50,000 are arable. His grace the universe, we, the occupiers of this bail, 
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which performs its litthe round among the suus 
and the systems that astrovomy has unfolded— 
we may feel the same littleness, and the same 
insecurity. We differ from the leat only in this 
circumstance, that it would require the operation 
of creater elements to destroy us. But these el- 
cements exist. The fire which rages within 
may tift its devouring energy to the surface of 
our planet, and traustorm it into one wide and 
wasting volcano. ‘The sudden formation of e- 
lastic matter in the bowels of the earth—and it 
lies within the agency of known substances to 
accumptish this—may explode it into fragments. 
The exhalation of nexious air from below, may 
impart a virulence to the air that is around us 3 
it may affect the delicate proportion ofits ingre- 
dients ; and the whole of aumated nature may 
wither and die under the malignity of a tainted 
Aatmosnuee. A blazing comet ay cross this 
fated planet in its orbit, and realize all the ter- 
rors which superstition has conceived of it.— 
We cannot atiticipate with precision the conse- 
queuces of an event which every astionomer 
must know to lie within the limits of chance and 
probability. it may uurry our globe towards 
the sun—or drag it to the outer regions of the 
planetary system—ol give it a new axis of rey- 
olution—and the efiect, which i shall simply an- 
nounce, without explaining I, would be to 
change the place of the ocean, and bring anoth- 
er mivsbty flood upou our isiands and continents. 
These sre changes which may happen in a sin- 
gle instant of time, and agamst which nothing 
known in the present sysiem of things provides 
us with any security. ‘They might not annihi- 
late the earth. but they would unpeople it; and 
we who tread its surface with such firm and as- 
sured footsteps, are at the mercy of devouring 
elements, which, if let louse upon us by the hand 
of the Almighty, would spread solitude, and si- 
lence, and death, over the dominions of the 
world. 

Now, it is this littleness, and this insecurity 
which make the protection of the Almighty so 
dear to us, and bring, with such emphasis, to ev- 
erv bosom, the holy lessons of humility and 
gratitude. "The God who sitteth above, and 
presides in high authority over all worlds, is 
mindful of man; and, though at this moment 


his energy is felt in the remotest provinces of 


creation, we may feei the same security in his 
providence, as if we were the objects of bis un- 
divided care. [tis not for us to bring our minds 
up to this mysterious agency. But, such is the 
incomprehensible fact, that the same Being, 
whose eye is abroad over the whole universe, 
gives vegetation to every blade of grass, and mo- 
tion to every particle of blood which circulates 
throuch the veins of the minutest animal ; that, 
thoueh uis mind takes into its comprehensive 
grasp immensity and all its wonders, Lam as 
much known to him as if 1 were the single ob- 
ject of his attention ; that he marks «i] my 
thoughts 5; that he gives birth to every feeling 
and every movement within me ; and that, with 


au exercise of power which [ can neither des- 
' cribe nor comprehend, the same God- who sits 


_in the highest heaven, and reigns. over the glo-: 


ries of the fiimament,is at my right hand, to 
give me every breath which I draw, and every 
comfort which I enjoy. 


WOMAN. 


O, give me, heaven, to sweeten latter life, 

And mend my wayward heart, a tender wife, 
Whosoothes, although herself with anguish wrung, 
Nor renders ill for ill, nor tongue for tongue. 


What is there more calculated to give us frail 
beings, a foretaste of heaven, while journeying 
through this worid, than an amiable and affec- 
tionate wife. 

Alive to every tender feeling, 

To deeds of mercy ever prone ; 

The wounds of pain and sorrow healing, 
With soft compassion’s sweetest tone. 


. 


Woman, lovely woman, sweet svother of our 
cares, amidst the stcrms of adversity and affllic- 
' tion, ever willing to pour the balm of consola- 
tion into every wound, leaving no means un- 
| tried, to chase away the gloom which may haye. 
| gathered around the brow of a beloved husband, 
from the cares and fatigues of the day, who can 
withstand the enrapturing sight, when, with all 
_ thy charms about thee, thou meetest the beloved 
| partner of thy affection, aud bidst him welcome 
(to his home, 
| But how often do we see this lovely being, 
the last and most perfect of God’s works, treat- 

ed with brutality and contempt, shocking to 
human nature! We see the man conduct the 
lovely virgin, beaming in all the pride of youth, 
‘beauty and innocence, to the altar, with vows 
of unalterable attachment ; months and years 
may roll away in domestic felicity, but his ap- 
petite is satiated and cold, silent contempt 
clouds the brow of the once loving husband.— 
| The reguiar hour of his appearance at home 
| passes by, leaving his affectionate wife to pass 
many along and miserable hour in sorrow and 
tears. She droops and withers beneath the 
stroke, like a lilly of the field deprived of its 
_wonted nourishment from the earth, and wither- 
‘ing under the scorching rays of a vertical sun. 
Perhaps some unfortunaie adventure has plung- 
, ed the object of her affections into distress and 
misery, and instead of confiding the cause of 
, his trouble to the bosom of a tender and anxious 
wife, who might mitigate his anguish, he grasps 
i the exhilarating bow!, and dashes the light built 
' expectations of his friends and family down to 
_the region of despair, and too often do we see 
i her consigned to an untimely grave, the sad 
‘victim of a husband's profligacy. Woman was 
‘not formed by an all-wise being to bear the 
| frowns of man, but to be the participator of his 
| joys and sorrows. 
In the decline of life, when the gay and fas- 
i cinating amusements, which pleased us in our 
‘youth, lose that charm, which once they had 
, with us, and old age, with all its infirmities, 
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steals imperceptibly upon us, what is better cal- 
culated to make life’s latter end tolerable, than a 
companion who will illumine our many dark 
hours, and participate in our joys; one to whom 
we can say as did the father of mankind, to our 
mother Eve, “ bone of my bone ; and flesh of 
roy flesh.” 


FROM TRE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
PRIDE. 

_ Christians ofall denominations inveigh loudly 
against the passion of pride. Whole sermons 
have been devoted to asperse the character and 
destroy the influence of this monster of the heart, 
this destroyer of the soul. Certain I am, that 
there is nothing animate or inanimate, real or 
unreal, towhich has been ascribed a name 
which has had more professed enemies and 
zealous opposers than has that spontanequs pas- 
sion ofthe human heart, which is denominated 
pride. Volumes have been written in opposi- 
tion to this inveterate enemy ; and every en- 
deavor used to disinherit and drive him exile 
from his dominions ! To accomplish this, his 
opposers have armed theraselves with the quiv- 
er of calumny, replete with the arrows of invec- 
tive, and unitedly assayed his destruction. To 
this end they have attributed to his jurisdiction 
most of the moral evils which annoy the souls 
and happiness of men. To this corrupting a- 
gency has been ascribed the invention of all the 
ornaments and that continual circle of fashions 
which have been produced during the long lapse 
ofages past. ‘To pride has been alternately im- 
puted all the etiquette and accomplishments 
which adorn the social circle, and all those evils 
which interrupt and destroy the order and in- 
terest of society. 

Pride has been denounced as the fomenter of 
disunion, discord and violence among mankind: 
as the promoter of impiety and infidelity : as the 
origin of malice and envy. To this infernal and 
powerful influence upon the hearts of men,have 
been attributed those racking commotions and 
prodigious revolutions which diversify the his- 
toric page. He has been in the same breath, 
beth celebrated as the founder of cities and 
kingdoms, and condemned as the subverter of 
whole nations and empires! He has been eulo- 
gized as a conqueror, and stigmatized as a de- 
stroyer ! 

Thus has the pious declaimer poured forth 
his philippics upon this foe of man—insidious 
pride: nor has he ended here: But fired with 
zeal, he, witb persuasive eloquence and stub- 
born facts pursues his formidable enemy ; and 
in a glow of exultation speaks of Babel’s height 
—of a Sodom and Gomorra—of the metropolis 
of Judea, the glory of the once powerful, but 
now no longer nation of the Jews; all sunk in 
ruins, as an awful memento of the devastating 
influence of ambitious pride! 

But still the monster, still imperious pride, 

Survives the raging of invective’s tide ; 

Maintains his empire o’er the human soul, 

And ghostly sways the sceptre of contro!. 





Anecdote.—On one occasion, the Rev. Dr. 
, of » having made an exchange with 
the celebrated Dr. Chalmers, was so struck 
and irritated, on entering the pulpit, with the 
reluctant advance of the assembling auditory, 
and the quick 1etreat of many from the pews, 
that he stood up, and addressing the congrega- 
tion, said—* We will not begin the public wor- 
ship of God, till the chaff blows off.” We need 
not say that these words had the desired effect, 
and that the audience became stationary under 
this severe rebuke. 








Multiplied enjoyments fall to but few men ; 
and are no more rationally expected than the 
highest prize in a lottery. But a well regulated 
mind, a dignified independence ofthe world,and 
a wise preparation to possess one’s soul in pa- 
tience, whatever circumstances may exist, is in 
the power of every man 3; and is greater wealth 
than that of both Indies, and greater honor than 
Cesar ever acquired. 


Turn your carcass the wrong side out, sail 
the Emperor Aurelius, and be proud if you can; 
and to improve your thought, consider what a 
beauty age, disease and death will make you. 
————————————— ee 

POETRY. 


1 will sing praise to thy name, O thou most Hi-h. 
= 














FROM THE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER. 

THE FALL OF NIAGARA. 
The thoughts are strange that crowd into my brain 
WhileI look upward unto thee. It would seem 
As if God pour’d thee from his hollow hand ; 
Had hung his bow upon thy awful front: 
Had spoke in that loud voice which seem'd to hire, 
Who dwelt in Patmos for his Saviour’s sake, 
The sound of many waters, and had bade 
The flood to chronicle the ages back, 
And notch his centuries in th’ eternal rocks. 
Deep calleth unto deep. And what are we, 
That hear the question of that voice sublime? 
O what are all the notes, that ever rung 
From war's vain trumpet, by the thund’ring side # 
Yea, what is all the riot man can make, 
In his short life, to thy unceasing roar? 
And yet, bold babbler! what art thou to Him 
Who drown’da world, and heap’d the waters far 
Above its Joftiest mountains?—A light wave, 
That breaks and whispers of its Maker’s might. 





ENDLESS PUNISHMENT. 

{An article which was prepared for this paper, 
on the subject of future punishment, as treated in a 
sermon delivered at the Presbyterian meeting house, 
in this village, on Sunday evening last, is unavoida. 
bly omitted this week. It will appear in our next, 
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